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thief, where, unless the hue and cry be raised, the
benefit of the prosecution is taken away. We have
been called, ironically I suppose, a vigilant opposi-
tion ; and, God knows, there is no reason to remind
us that it is small. But I am ready to put in for my
share of blame for want of vigilance, when the cir-
cumstance which is now erected into a precedent
took place upon the communication of the intended
loan to the Emperor, by the King's message, in the
year 1795. But even any negligence which might
have been displayed upon that occasion is by no
means of such a magnitude "as our acquiesing in the
present measure would imply. The situations were
very different. Then there was a certainty that the
advances.to the Emperor would be repaid, because
they were to be deducted from the loan which was
to be granted. In the pre>sent case, the circum-
stances are very different. . The concealment which
lias taken place effectually precludes the house from
remedying any negligence that had been committed,
or repairing any mischief that has been produced.
This least of all can be of any authority to the right
honorable gentleman $ and I defy any man to say^
that the circumstances of the case will bear him out
in the conclusion which he is desirous to establish.

The right honorable gentleman says, that he has
taken larger votes of credit in proportion to the ge-
neral expence of the war than any former minister;
but if he applies the funds which are destined for
other objects towards expenses for which he ought
particularly to have provided, of what importance
is it, though it were true, that there are fewer ex-
traordinaries ? We only ask, that he will not delude
the country, that he will not apply grants for pro-
spective services to those which already have been
incurred. If it was not to conceal entirely what was
in his contemplation, why was it unfit that the
house should be acquainted with the intention to
take the Prince ,of Conde's corps into our pay ?
He accepted bills before the vote of credit was